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OLD TESTAMENT NOTES AND NOTICES. 



The expedition to excavate one or more of the ancient sites of Babylonia 
organized in Philadelphia, is the heir and successor of the "Wolfe expedition, 
which was sent out from New York by the liberality of the late Miss Catherine 
Lorillard Wolfe. That expedition, headed by the Rev. Dr. W. Hayes Ward of 
the Independent, did a preparatory work with a view to future developments. As 
a result of its labors this American expedition has been organized in Philadelphia, 
which proposes to excavate what the Wolfe company was able only to explore. 
The money for the present occasion has been contributed by public-spirited citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, working in connection with the University of Pennsylvania, 
the latter institution having accepted responsibility for the expedition, and 
arranged for a proper working up of the results. The director of the expedition 
is the Rev. Prof. Peters of Philadelphia. Dr. Hilprecht, Professor of Assyrian in 
the University of Pennsylvania, represents what may be called the home staff, 
charged with the duty of scientific publication of all texts found. Dr. Robert F. 
Harper, of Yale University, and Prof. Rogers, of Haverford College, will also be of 
the company. Names of other members of the staff have not yet been made pub- 
lic, nor has the exact locality been designated where it is proposed to excavate. 
Further details will probably be furnished later. It is understood, however, that 
the plan of operations determined upon by the University of Pennsylvania is so 
broad and liberal as to allow all American institutions, so desiring, to avail them- 
selves of the advantages offered by this expedition. 

The death is announced of Heinrich Leberecht Fleischer, Professor of Se- 
mitic languages in the University of Leipzig, Germany. He was born in 1801 and 
studied at Paris under Silvestre de Sacy, who with Fleischer may be considered 
the founders of the Modern School of Arabic Philology. Fleischer published in 
1831 Abulfeda's pre-Islamitic history in Arabic, together with a translation and 
annotation in Latin, and four years later was called to the chair at Leipzig, which 
he held till his death. His most important work was the editing of Beidhawi's 
voluminous commentary to the Koran. 

It is interesting to note the great success attending the delivery of Prof. D. 
G. Lyon's lectures on " Ancient Assyrian Life " in Lowell Institute Course, Bos- 
ton. The subjects are as follows: Sources of Assyrian History; Epochs of 
Assyrian History ; Social Organization ; Arts and Sciences ; Literature ; Religion 
and Ethics. 

In a note on " the Cosmogony of Genesis " (in reply to a criticism of Prof. 
Driver), Prof. James D. Dana, of Yale University, writes as follows : — 

" Regarding the verbal discrepancies in the record not fatal imperfections, I 
still accept the document, whether it was communicated to Moses, or had been 
handed down from earlier times, as the grandest of all records, worthy of its 
place at the head of the history of revelation." 

The philosophical thesis (Leipzig Inaugural dissertation) of Mr. Robert F. 
Harper has just appeared. Its subject is " Cylinder A of the Esarhaddon Inscrip- 
tions, transliterated and translated, with textual notes ; together with the unpub- 
lished texts of Cylinder C and other fragments." The subject matter of the 
inscription is both interesting and important. 



